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tained, far more than he suspected, the habits of thought, the more deeply engrained prejudices, and even the more misleading forms of expression of his time. Each of them, in fact, sowed the seed, without knowing altogether clearly what manner of fruit it was likely to bring forth.
5th, Hardly less important than deliverance from the bondage of authority was the emancipation of reason from the bewitching enchantments of imagination. "Hypotheses non Hugo " was a maxim which Newton inherited directly from the teaching of Bacon. And, though the reaction against hypothesis was carried much too far, and though Bacon's utterances on this subject, to be serviceable at the present time, require much rectification, the warning was one which, in his own time, was sorely needed, and which could hardly be expressed in language too emphatic. Where authority was wanting, as if by way of revenge, men seemed to put no limit to the wildness of their fancies or the extravagance of their suppositions. Now, as against both authority and hypothesis, Bacon invoked the majesty of facts. The office of Reason, he was, in effect, constantly saying, ought not to be limited to an examination of the conclusions and their dependence on the premisses; what it ought to insist on doing, is to examine the premisses themselves. What is required is a new Logic, a Logic of Induction, which shall do for the premisses what the old Logic, the Logic of Deduction, does for the conclusions. It is not enough that the conclusion follows from the premisses ; what we require to know is whether the premisses themselves be true, and, unless we can succeed in satisfying this want, we may simply be multiplying error instead of advancing truth. Had this been the only lesson which Bacon read to his generation, he would, assuredly, have deserved to be reckoned amongst the greatest of its benefactors.
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